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Primary cost for an F-1 student visa
North Bridge Fee: Non-Refundable 5 Lakh PKR.
Remember: North Bridge Visa Firm has highly professional immigration Attorneys who prepare your paperwork from the beginning. 
Fee Breakdown:
	Bank Statement
	1 Crore

	IELTS/TOEFL, SAT/GRE/GMAT
	55-60 PKR

	Lawyer Fee
	3 Lakhs

	North Bridge Fee Office fee
	2 Lakhs

	Evaluation Fee
	83-85,000

	SEVIS
	97,171.76

	Visa Fee
	51,362.2

	Total upfront Cost
	7 Lakhs, 35000



Applying for an F-1 student visa involves a 7-step process and requires mandatory U.S. 
Step-by-Step process with Fees:
1. Evaluation Credentials:
 This is a one-time fee: ($300) ₨ 83,400 to ₨ 85,300 PKR, depending on the Dollar Rate. Remember: 
This fee is paid to the evaluation organization that is recommended by the university where you want to apply. Every university has its own affiliated organization.
Foreign education transcripts will not be accepted: Foreign education (that is, education acquired outside any U.S. State, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, a Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, or any territory or possession of the United States) must be evaluated by a credential evaluation service to be given credit towards qualification. The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) and U.S. Department of Education provide guidelines on how the U.S. government evaluates an applicant’s foreign education.
Recognition of Foreign Qualifications: In the United States, the competent authorities for recognizing previous education and qualifications include entities such as the following:
· Educational Institutions (for those seeking to study)
· Employers (for those seeking employment)
· State-Level Licensing Authorities (for those seeking professional licensure)
· Federal Immigration Authorities (for those seeking to obtain/change visa status)
In some instances, the entities mentioned above will evaluate foreign credentials themselves. However, in most instances, they will request that you obtain a credential evaluation to determine how one’s non-U.S. credentials compare with U.S. credentials. Such evaluations are carried out by private, non-governmental entities for a fee.
Note: The U.S. Department of Education does not evaluate foreign qualifications or degrees. Please do not submit evaluation requests or related documentation to the Department.
To Study: When seeking admission to an educational institution, the competent authority for recognizing previous education and qualifications is the school or higher education institution in which you seek to enroll. Contact the admissions office for instructions. Many institutions and schools evaluate credentials themselves, while some will refer you to a credential evaluation service. (See the U.S. Department of State’s Education USA(https://educationusa.state.gov/ ) page for additional information.
To Work: When seeking employment, the competent authority for recognizing previous education and qualifications is the employer. For instructions regarding the evaluation of foreign credentials, contact the human resources office of the prospective employer. Some employers will recommend or require that you use a specific credential evaluation service.
Important Notes Regarding Credential Evaluation Services
· There is no federal regulation of credential evaluation services. The U.S. Department of Education does not endorse or recommend any individual credential evaluation service or any individual association of credential evaluation services.
· Use a credential evaluation service recommended by the employer, education institution, or state licensing authority to which you are applying. If no specific credential evaluation service is recommended, you can search online to identify a credential evaluation service on your own.
· Credential evaluations are not free. The cost will vary according to the complexity of the case and the amount of documentation you can provide.
· Credential evaluations are done on an individual, case-by-case basis and take into consideration various factors. Different credential evaluation services might evaluate credentials differently, according to their criteria.
· Credential evaluation services generally require English translations of any non-English documents. For details regarding requirements, consult the entity that will evaluate your credentials.
· Credential evaluation services generally have in place a process to appeal their recommendations. If needed, make use of the appeals process provided by the credential evaluation service. (The U.S. federal government has no role in credential evaluation appeals.)
2. University Application Fee: Submit your application in your desired major at the chosen university for you.
Varies by university (typically $50 to $120+).
3. Bank Statement: To get your I-20, you need to show $25000 to $40,000 in your bank account.
Note: Average Range: Depending on whether you are attending a public or private university, this usually translates to showing $30,000 to $80,000.
4. Receive and Verify Your Form I-20
Once accepted, the university will enter your information into the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) and issue you a Form I-20.
What is I-20?
An I-20 is an official U.S. government document issued by a certified university or school that proves you are a legally enrolled student and eligible to apply for an F-1 or M-1 student visa. It is a multi-page paper form created via the SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Information System) database.
What is it Used For?
· Paying the SEVIS Fee: You cannot pay the mandatory $350 SEVIS fee without the SEVIS ID from your I-20. 
· The Visa Interview: You must physically bring your signed I-20 to your interview at the U.S. Embassy. The visa officer will not grant a student visa without it.
· Entering the U.S.: When you land at a U.S. airport, customs officers will ask to see your passport and your physical I-20 before letting you enter the country. 
· Legal Status in the U.S.: While you are in America, the I-20 is your primary proof of legal status—even more important than the visa stamp in your passport.
5. Apply and be accepted into a Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP)-certified U.S. institution.
Pay the I-901 SEVIS Fee
This mandatory fee funds the SEVIS database. You must pay this before you can schedule your visa interview. Fee: $350. 
What is SEVIS? 
It stands for the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System. It is a web-based database managed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) that tracks and monitors international students, exchange visitors, and their dependents throughout their stay in the United States.
Note on Dependents (If you have a husband, wife, and a child):
If you have dependents (a spouse or children) joining you on an F-2 visa, they do not have to pay the $350 SEVIS fee. 
6. Visa Application Fee (MRV Fee): $185. 
Paid to the U.S. Embassy or Consulate website when scheduling your visa interview appointment.
· Each dependent must file their own visa fee and pay the individual $185 visa application fee.
Potential Additional Costs: Depending on your home country, you may encounter these standard incidental fees:
· Passport Return Courier Fees ($20 – $40): In many countries, the embassy requires you to pay a certified courier service to mail your passport back to you once the visa is approved and printed. 
· Passport Photos ($10): You must provide physical or digital photos meeting strict U.S. visa 2x2 inch requirements. 
Note: Current Timeline & Appointments
Estimated Wait Time: The typical appointment wait time for F-1 Student Visas (F, M, J) at the Islamabad Embassy is approximately 1.5 months. This is significantly shorter than tourist visas, as student applications are prioritized to match academic timelines. 
7. Attend the Visa Interview
Bring your passport, I-20 form, Visa form confirmation page, SEVIS fee receipt, and proof of financial/academic ties to your home country. Also, bring each dependent member of your family.
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